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About forty minutes after three In the afternoon encamped
in sight of Meched All, bearing E. by N. distant about eight
miles.
Fair clear weather all day, with a bleak cold breeze from
the N.W. The night frosty.
The country hard, hilly, and very barren; only in the valleys
or clifts where the water runs are many large bushes, bearing
a berry the size of a haw, called Zarour, having an agreeable
acid taste.
At sun-set the cupels of Mechad Ali (i.e. a full view of AH)1
appeared like a globe of fire on the side of the hill. That dome
is said to contain the corpse of Ali, the Persian Prophet, and
one of the four Caliphs who succeeded Mahomet; on which
account this place is held in high veneration by all the
Musselmen of that sect bearing his name.
This mosque has been lately repaired and adorned, at a
vast expence, by Nader Shaw2, the Sophy of Persia, so
well known in Europe by the name of Thamas Kouli
Kahn3,
The whole dome is covered with gilt copper, and the doors,
windows, and galleries profusely decorated with gilding,
azure borders, freeze work, and every other ornament suited
to the taste of the country.
But it is in the tomb of Ali that the eastern magnificence
is more particularly manifested; which, according to an
account I have seen written by a gentleman who visited it,
is of exquisite workmanship, and set with jewels of immense
value, altogether making a most dazzling appearance. I would
fain have gone for the sake of personally examining the truth
of his description, but was dissuaded on account of the great
risque I should have run of being murdered, or at least ill-
treated, by the guardians of the prophet's tomb, who are
reported to be the most abandoned miscreants on earth, and,
like their master, declared inveterate enemies to the Christians,
from whom this country was conquered, tinder the conduct
of Ali and his sons.
1 Meshed, of course, means Mosque or praying place.
a Nadir Shah, who started life as Nadir Kuli.               3 See p. 32.